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RENATSSANCE

RENAISSANCE; published whenever the hecll I zet the time to;costs .10
cents a copy and three for a quarter, Next 1issuc, however, the price
1s golng to be hiked wup a nickle so get in your subscription now for
the regular price. This great fanzine 1s published by Joseph Semen=—
ovich at 155-07 7lst Avc; Flushing 67, New York, We are in necd of
materials both in flction and articles, Articles though, avc pre=
fered for thc aditors can always writc fiction that is at lcaet road
~able, We hopce Tho ncxt issue will probably be ocut in 6 weecks, That
is all for .now, and here is thc Tablc of Contents,.
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That's what you'vr all bcen walting for, you ungrateful readers.
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EDMUND WILSON=-A CRITIC?

~BY GEORGE T. WETZEL-

Recently I was told of two uncomplementary articles anent supernatural
fiction and Lovecraft's writing by Edmund Wllson, conralned in hle vol=
ume of collected literary criticisms entitled"Classics and Commercials'
The two criticle articles in question were "Treatsie On Tales Of Hor=
ror" and "Tales Of The Marvelous And The Ridiculous", on pages 172 and
286.respectively. In them Mr, Wilson leaves (to me)} the lmpression of
a Mortermer Snerd, g county bumpkln of limited intellegence who thinks
he is canny, but by this procedure appearing ludicrous, Thls may seem
personal invectifying upon my part a perusal by the reador of Mr, Wilee
son's articles will prove a point a second time, the first .validatlion
being the appralsal of his statements therein I will now comment on.

Firstly, in his "Treatsie On Tales Of Horror" hies "theory"™ (the quotes
are mine and purposely used the emphasize 1ln an Intarrogatary way) ag
for a " renewed interest" in supernatural prose is amusing and limited,
Such f%antiquated tales". are read by people seeking escape only from’
the "social confusion". of the present time he says, The world has al-
ways .been 1in a mass soclally and I can see nothing different now to
cause such an upsurgence of supernatural prose as he contendse Not Jjust
supernatural literature but all fictlon is read for escape. Movies,
picnics, radio listening all are forms of escapism of peoplse trying to
get away from it all temporarillye Interest in the supernatural has
been with us thousands of years; studles in comparitive mythology pr-
oves this, Christianlty has roots (sources for its church rituals, sym=
bolisms, even legends of 1its salnts, not to forget Sacred Testement
folklore) in many strange and poganistic places., Even today the sube
strata of superstitlion, though surfaced over by sclentific education,
outcrops or buckles 1n modern socicty, Many pcople still have an un=
explalinable, 1llogic dread for Friday 13th, o¢ven though knowing it 1s
foolish and but a remnant of ancient magical customs, So there is no
psychological "“social confusion" motivating this interest in supsrnatu=
ral flctione 1Its interest ls an inherited tendency, worthless now like
other primltive reflaxes such as uncasinoss in the dark,dreams of falle
ing (attributed by soma ancestral mcmories of treec dwelling) as much
as say physiocloglcal lepgacies llke the appondix that once servod prime
itive man as the hump the cameol uses to survive between warterlsgss ine-
tervals, Superstitioue beliefs had no bhonificlal offects upon primite
lve man 1like his water storing appondix, but that still doesn't deny
the fact suporstition still dwells within all until education conquers-
it. Strangely enough this education is not a course in our schools or
churches; 1t is just something left to the individuale I mean no irmvw
arcnce for I admire the moral tcachings of the Christian Bible but that
fosters such beliefs in thc very young, somcetimes to thoir detrement .
Doas 1t not montion the Witch of Endors, thec magic Pharaohs, the demon
driven out of an afflicted person by Christ into a swine, ghosts in the
recording of hldecus foundation sacrifices of entombment of a living
persong S0 ono can sce that dispelling of superstitious beliefs as
left to the individual is not only unordercd and unwritten in some com=
pulsory grammar school text but actually abstted by the Bible which 1is
& book that social conclencse demands many be aquanted withe Ng, Supepieme
stitlion 1is still much alive,

The second part of Mr, Wilson's "theory" is we readers want..."to inoce

ulate oursclves against panic at.the real horrors loose on the.sarthe=--

Gestapo and G.P.V.y tank attacks and alrplane bombingsS.sseeGtcey tce,-
(for more, next page)



*#continued*+* ‘?‘

with the 1llusion such horrors may be tamed." That i1s his statement,
which is the screwlest reason I cver heard for people reading supernat-
ural fictlon..I consider his statement so screwy that I need not comm-
ent upon it as sald quality is apparent to otherse He gzoes on in this
same article to complaln angerilly of the blurbs prefacing stories in
one supernatural anthology he ie reviewving, Did the 1individual authe
ors that were anthologlzed therein write those blurbs before thaoir ine-
dividual storles? Of course uwots Mr, Wilson is trying so hard to find
fault with supernatural fictlon as a whole, that he critisizes th® non-

germane, Not only doeg he show himcelf up as being nicky but silly as
well. He-goes on further topontiflcate horror stories Bhould use ex-

clusevely psychologlcal themes,this salT otyl-d authority on said grnnrc
forgrtting macabr: prosc r-volves around thro- clemenis~ghosta, 4 -mone
iom, and haglc,. Som- Gothic litcraturc v-rgzs upon thc poychologieal
study but baslically sup-rnatural fiction--th- outgrowth of mythulogics
and folklor:==hags roolduum of Jjust thosc throc proviously mcntioncd
clcmintc. This critic thcen commits in his articl: thc droll blund=
cr of calling: that piccc of shocking, ghostly horror, "Thc Monkcy's
Paw" of W.W.,Jacobs, a "falry talc"}i Mastcrs of genrc, MeR, J a mos,
Arthur Machcn,and Algcron Blackwood he dismisscs from his “ideal col -
lcction" of supcrnatural fiction kccausc instcad of cmphasizing local
color such as Gogal of Russian pcasant lifc, thcy chooscd insfcad to
paint tholir prosc with wioird overtonss.Nor docs he carc for fantasists
who writc drcamlikc atmesphcrc, What hc docs dcmand of supcrnatural
fiction? That 1t usc poychiatric casc historics? ~-and I'am against
thls typc hcrc as I bclicve it unh-oalthy roading;in thcsc days of pys-
chosomatic 1ills, sychological suggcstlions, and hypocondriacs the nut
déctors arc suilg scrmonizing the public with "mgrror of your mind"
trash whilc the doctors, on the othor band,of physical mcdieinc, will
not allow his modlcalboolks abow where apaticnt can rcad thoam for many gzood -
rcasonsg. Why thcreforc should writirg hclp crcatc a markct for psy=
chlatrists?® I havc yct to hcar of a kick back dcal bcin% arrangcd bcte
ween theme=~=Storics of 1local color with onlt minor attcntion to the
spccial theme? They arc all anothir typc of prosce. If he wants them,
go rcad such plots in that ficld. Don't stand around and bclittlc an
antipodcl stylc of writlng bocausc 1t is ndt 1like anothcr kind, The
biggcst bonner 1s yct to comc, On- of his sclcetions for his "idcal

collcctlon” 1is Kafka's "Mctamorphosis". This is a wcll writtcn‘stOEy
but I can'{ sac mysclf ghlvcring as Mr. Wilson thinks hc did ovcr the

thcme of a salcsman turninz into a cockroach! If I rcmcmber nmy rcaction
at thc timc of 1ts rcading, I thouzght rathcr droll 1like somc of the
talcs in Bradbury's"Dark Carnival, But hcrc's the payoff, Mre Wilson
thinks this story, "Mcramorphosis" morc shuddcrsomc than all of Blacks
wood and M.R.Jamcs combincds How.gzoony can somc pcople get?

In thc sccond articlc, "Talcs of thc Marvclous and thc Ridiculous", ha
dild not pull out so manyg stops in his organ consol of blundcrs, Ncvere
thclcss,hc provcd again his disqualifications to appralsc prosc in the
supcraatural gcnrce, et lcast=-bcsldcs rcsorting to somc péttincss to
cast doubt not only such a gcnrc but thosc laborcrs in its Teaddt e d dl
as wclle To bcgin with, hc calls Lovceraft's contributations to Weird
Talcs, "hackwork', I wondcr 1f Poc was alivc and was submitting his
talcs to.prcscent mazazinis would hc too be callcd a hack?: or docs the
long passagc of timc verncratc and makc classic Poc's talcse "The App=
arition of Mrs, Vcal" by Dcfoc was 1likcd by hime Wilson secms to me
not only hackwork buf tcdious, borcsomc stuflf to rcad. Yot since it's
conccption 1s scperatc from us by dccadcs it is somchow madc accoptablc
a work to be in thc library of hc whocongidcrcd a man of wid ¢
rcadinge I havc rcad crud in fanzincs that was bcttcr. _
=~continucde=-



w=cont inucde== -{;*

It 1s posslible that fiction in a pulp magazinc trash bccausa it 1g~-
in a pulp magazing.

I think Mr.Wilson has implicd such somcwhcrce in his articlcse I do know
an aquantancc who diomlasscs Lovceraft as no good just for this rcason,
Anyway all conccrncd should know whcrc a work appecars is no way to mcas=
urc 1ts rcal worth. Poc, Hawthorno, Dickcns all had most of thelr prosc
printcd in pcriodicals that wcrec counicrparts of today's pulps ag a pcr-
usal of thcir individual bdographics will show, This 1s so oftcn overe

looked when berating a prescnt day pulp appcaring writer with onc of the
cxceptcd, "classic" authors. :

Mr., Wilson says Lovceraft, "..e.shows his lack of sound literary tast e
in hls cnthusiasm for Machcm and Dunsany...." What would hc have Love=
craft do?  Takc Gopal, Kafka, Fitzzcrald, Sinclair Lcwis, Scott, or T,
Mann or somconc clsc to Mr. Wilson's 1liking for his modcl? If Lovecraft
had done so, we would ncver had those finc storics of his; do have but
some goofy prosc of social slgnificancc-=-as thc so callcd college little
nagezines cexpress it=-with of coursc, somc slight bits of the supcrnat=
ural.

Said critic almost shows grudging admiration for onc of HeP.L's storics
-he does not namc ite-but scims to rcncmber suddanly that he slippcd and
rcturns to the sott of argucricnts a shrawlsh woman would use, notable
being his magnifying of tcchnlcal faults of stylec HPL has-==I admit thcre
arc sonec===but all out of proportion to th: zood polints of said author:
which good points arc worthg of study to any aspiring author; to mcntion
a fcw brieflys hils usc of diffrcrcnt fcar rcactlons of his charactcrs at
climaxes, compacting many of his storics lnto onc sccnc so that a slnglc
de¢finitc impression 1s gottcn, his building of febrilc crcsccndos of fe=
ar within many storics, his usc of tho opcning discord that if not
gtriking thc kcynotc of th: story symbollizes its scntral thecme or clim-
atlc rcvelation in somc way. I can cnuncratc thcsc and I anm not a profe

c¢ssional critic 1likc Mr. Wilson who might cvcn have the additional ad=-
vantagec ovcer mc of & collcge cducatilon, The fact that many intclligent
pcople rcad his book rcvicws has ceauscd mc to writc this rcbutal of his
views; cven though ny articlc has limitcd circulation it s$1ll might in-
flucnce some to rcconsidcr Mr. Wilson's vicws and opinionse

The final insult Mr. Wilson pays to Lovccraft is that, not satisficd
with bclittling thc man's work, hc then belittles the man and those that
pralsc him, T«0. Mabbot's crilogizinz pains Mr. Wilson who makes asinc
not only about such but upon thc grou galled Lovcecraft's circlc. 1054l
Lovecralt had eccentricitics that fact should not entcr in judgement of
his crcative productlons. As far as that gocs, ccecentriciticg=—-called
ldiosyncrosieg by kindcr pcoplec,exist in all grcat authirs, in all cpop=
le, as no pcrfcct man exists, Ccrtainly Lovceraft did nothing unusual
than jokingly call fricnds by pondcrous Latinlzcd namcs,thc loglecal out-
growth of a scholary mind, Hc did not takc opium like De.Quincy nor in-
dulge in riotious living like thc Frcuch artists of sin. Nor has his wre
iting made hin suspect of ccrtain things---bile writinge boing clcan cut
frceg, of the followin§—-that on¢ would suspcect writers of "social gimndf-
cant prosc who writ¢ of raclal tolcrancc to the polint in interrdcial
copulation and"twilizht men" until homoscxual acts arc sudpectcd of thc-
ir rcportecras, . {

No, Lovecraft's writinz has a trcmendous virility in it despitec the rc-
gtriction to onc gcnrc, Not having bccn fortunatec to know him dmd
his lifctime,I 8t1ll admirc Lovccraft for thc strcngth of charactcr suc
virile tinzed prosc rcvcals, I donot undrcstand Mr.Wilson's harping
~concludcd on page 13-
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SISONS HERD
NITH THE
BY W PAUL GANLEY

“The End," I typed at the bottom of page eighteen. I sighed, and

swogned 1n happiness. I had just completed a regort on the 10th Annual
World Science-Fiction Convention,. 10,800 words of a report, I was

pooped, " "

"Mail#,cried mother, and handed me a letter from one Joe Semenovich,
It read, in part: "Hey, how about a report on thc Con for my #6 issue,
ssesoHowabout 1it; mgke 1t about 8 pages to ten, doubled spaced,...

Joe, 1listen carefully: 1t took me eightcen pages to describe_what
happened at that convention. Wouldn't 1t just be simpler to leave the
other four pages of this blank, enclose 15ccnts in cach lssug,and tell
everﬁone to buy HYPEROPIA? No.

Oh well, it was just a thought.

Okay, a report on the Conventione

Well, Al Leverentz, Bob Fritz and I got into the hotel at 2:02 P.M.
Friday, and wandecred around mcebing fans the rest of the afternoon.
That evening there was quite a nice get=-togecther in the convention sulte,
with a lot of profcssionals showing up, and I had a fine time,

Went to bed at 3330, got up at 8300, fceling fresh as & AailSY.....a
wilted and sadly browbeaten daisy, Oh well, that's better than ushing
them upe. Leverentz and Fritz and I got together, went to the ghicago
Museum, and we promptly lost Fritz somewhere along the line, We got
back to the convcntion an hour late,zot our clothes changed, and showed
up at the registration desks

Here things were going on in a most hap-hazzard fashion; ndody
seemed to know what they were doings after a half an hour we had
managed to sign two registers and get our materiale~-~the convent jon
booklet, and sevcral other ltecms,

after thls we headed for the becautiful Terrace Casino, where the
formal conventlion proccedings were to be held, We found that, far from
late, we had arrived early., The convcntion was latec, When it

finally began, 1t was approximentally two hours latee

Bill Hamling came on and wcleomed us to the conventlon,and then Mele-
vin Korshak introduced famous pcoplc who were prcsents

Thereafter Judy May was installed as Chairman of the procceding,
and she made a very good chairmane. Prcscnted to her was a gavil, which
had been made up in hope that it would be prescntecd to the next
convention, and the next, and so on, cventually to become a tradition
in fandom, .

When she had finished, pcople began walking out, in a hurry to cat,.
Ollver 8aarl rcad the rulcs that had been chosen for the conductionof
busliness, and we adopted them a2s quickly as possiblc. There Were scve—
cral things wrong with them, according to B1ll Harding and othcrs, but
We were all hungrey.--Bill Harding was the fourth Buffalo Fantasy Leaguo

delecgate; he arrived Saturday morning whilc thc rest of us were at the
musGule

The ovening session began with an addrecss by Joscph 4. Winter, M.D.,
THINKING IN MEN &ND M.CHINES, This was followed up by an incredilc
debate between Ray Palmer and Willy Ley, oun the flying saucers.

Ray Palmer surprised me¢ mildly by finally agrecing with Willy that
they were, not cxtra-terrestrial in origin, but an uncxplaincd phonoms=

==continucd ncxt pago-—-
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—continued from followingz pagc-~-

CNoN, However, hc applicd morc c¢ffcective shock-trcatmcntwhen he pre-
sented the view that thcy arc #actually 1living crcaturcs, terrcstrial
in origin, with thc intcllizgneg o:rhggs?gggglfag Mana.

Dr. "He Js Muller 1followCd witvh LIFS LLSEVIR +ND EL3ZWHEN, an ac-
count of what happcncd to thc dcar Gostor when he found a flying sauccr
and kidnappcd it from its cowner.to visit 211 manncr of uncarthly worlds,
The addrcss was accompanicd by &lidez of «licn crcaturcs; most quce r
looking thingse. It turncd out, as mest of us finally gucsesed, that the
plcturcs were of actual living carth crzaturcs—--most of them of very
small proportionsa

Thecreaftcr camc thc OPENHCUSE FOR «LL CONVENTION MEMBZRS, which toock
place in the convention suitc, 48 far as I am conccrncd, the real con-
ventlon houscwarming took plaec thc provious nighte This conddstcd of
the fantastic rigamarolc of golng into thc suitc, getting a glass out
"Threce Plancts Punch,™ purchasing a rafflc ticket, and goilng out
into the hall, -

Oncc was cnough for mc, Bob Brincy and I departcd, windingup at
last In the suitc of thc Zlvc's, Gnomes' and Littlc Men's Scicence—Ficte
lon, Chowdcr and Marching 3Socicty. Thcre I did all sorts of things
1ike playing a duct with Jerry Bixby on thc piano, arzguing for half
an hour on th¢ merits of Niagra Falls, Ontaric vcrus——---- Philadelphia,
as a sitc for thec ncxt convcntion--this in thc suitc of thclittlc Men!

~—-=and S0 one I @idn't stay lonz cnouszh; I could have staycd to bethro
out of th: suitc by the Holss DIckse on? 4 A

I got up early thc ncxt day so that I could attcnd mecctings of var—
lous national organizations. I was cvcn prcecparcd to forczo breakfast
in thc hcat of ny cnthuslasm, but when I got down to thc room whecre the
get to-gcothers werc to bc held, I found only thrcc othecr fans, all of
them in thc samc cendltion that I was in. I turncd around and got brc~
akfast—~aftcr fishing a fly out of my coffcc.

When I got back,thc mccting of the LITTLE MONSTORS OF .MERIC., which
appcars to havc joincd with thc BuCHELOR'S .4330CILTION OF THE WORLD,was
in full swing, Aftcr that, I had to takc over thc mccting of the INT=
ERNaTICN..L SCIENCE-FICTION CCRRIZFONDENCEZ FEIDEZRLTION. Thc latter was
quitc business like. Wcll, I had to takc ovcr ISFCF mccecting withoutarny
forc<warninge Hickman, prcsidcent of both TLis & ISFCF, had arranged a
mecting time for both, but did not attcend thc conventilon.

Next on the program was & pancl cof cditcrs who answcred qucstlions——-
from the floor, The pancl consistcd of anthony Bouchcr——The MauGhZINEQR
FoNTa3Y & SCIENCE-~FICTION, Howard Brownc, win.ZING 3TORIZS, J.W.Campbcll
43TOUNDING 3CIENCEZ~-FIUTION, Lestcr dcl Rey, 3PuCE 3CIENCE~FICTION, W.H.
Hamling, IMuGINLTION, Samual Hincs, THRILLING GRCUP, Ray Palmcr, OTHER
WORLDS, Mrse HeL.Gold, GaL.XY 3CIZNCE-FICTICN and Jamcs Quinn, IF,

Thls pancl produccd somc 1intcresting cnough aanswers, nonc of which
I rcocmbcr anymorc.

There followed the scicnec-ficticn auction, which I gué¢ss I've al-
rcady said cnough about. It appcarcd to bc boring to somec, and-.sacm cd
to bring somc :good priccse DMcl Korshal did thc work as auetionccr,

That night thcy hcld thc banquct. Our party got cver on the far sie
and as a rcsult, thrcc of the four BFL mcmbers wcre not ceught by the-
croup picturc that was talken. That mcans we arc frec from fcoar of bl-
acknaill, Bob Fritz was thc only onc that got on, and hc was over with
his infernal tapc rccordcr.

We wantcd to get Scmcnovich in with our party for thc banquet, but
when we waved to him, he didn't scc us, and stagrercd off in some other
dircction. Hc had cvcn loss slccp than we did. The zroup picturec he
of us for 41, according to Lcvercntz, locks likc he was waving thc cam=
¢ra around, fanning himsclf with it,

=-Never mind Joc, 1t was worth it.
—continucd ncxt pazcd-—-—



--centinued from precceding pagee

W1lll F. Jenkins was supposcd to bc thc toastmastcr for thc banquet,
but as hc didn't show up, Bubp Bleocek substitutcd, and did a good, Job.
I met Will Jcnkins at the ccouvcniion, oaly he was a Will J. Jenkins o
His pin name, probably, 1ls iurray Lecusticr-

Hugo Gernsback, the gucst of MHonor. camc up with a rathcr ridicul =~
ously stupid idca about having tis patent office rcad sicencc~fiction
bocks--markcd with a spceccial nmakk-+-aana givc the author's provision al
patcnts on thce lnvantions thorcin discusscds

No doubt all thc members of the patent officc turning purplc in the
facc=—or whatcvcr other color they turn when they arc horrificd«~——--at
that thoughte Gad, thcy have cnough crackpots with alrcady invented
ineentlons, without bcing forccd to rcad some of the crud that 1s pube
1lshed undcr the Holcy noame of scicnce~fictione .

It 1s an ldca worthy of thc crudicst fonzinc anéd thc most twelvis h
twelve ycar olde 1In fact, onc wishcs that it might have been such; in

that case 1t would havc becn discardcd beforc 4t was proposacd,
But Mre. Gecrnsback has a littlc morc influcncCe

Le Spraugec dcCamp's specch was very very goode HC told ug a bit of
how he plots his stories, and how othcr pcoplc cxpcet hinm to plot his
storicse OCthcrs who spoke woerc E.E,Smith, Clifford Simak, and Wal tecr
4. Willis,

aftcr the banquct, we had a masqueradc prcscntcd by the Littlc Ien
S0 many pcoplee=~l050-—-canc to thc convontion, that the sitc had to
changed from thc penthousc to onc of the other placcse Brincy and I
went around sclling Blaguc, and wcrc not costumcd oursclvcs. ' Somc one
was wandering around in arccn tights, his skin smcared with somc sort
of green stuffe Brincy roquestcd an autozraph fron him, and ot a gr-
ecn sncar in hils books Harlan IZllison was drcsscd as the shicf char-
actcr from TH: SPECTRZ G NER.L, and Ginny Saari, drcsscd in a space-
man's costumc, tock ths first prizc for th: bcet costunc. Ccrtainly it
was thc most original ccstumc, & woman in a sprec~-sult. The convcn~
tional mcthod od depieting a woman 1n spacc nizght have madc an gven
morc intercsting costume, thouch, I thought,.

Finally thc housc dicks chascd cveybody to bed here too, and aftcr
wandcring through thc hotcl fer an hour in ordcr to find Lcvercntz, wc
ot to bcd hardly as th: sun bczan to risc,

~‘onday startcd off with Harlan Zllison and 3ill Vencblc prcscenting

4 asinne SNCL=F1CT T > etcly & eycrelcent i cd
bul Erils haa' 1t RoNR 8n"tabe) B8 TE TH 1" a° 5TEIcREs 30 Misecd this

Lftcr that camc Dr.Oscar C.Brauncr,with PREIHISTORIC MaN: 4 Ravicw,

I hcard 1littlc of this, for I was cxanmining othecr display tablcs,
and gctting frec copics of as many things as pcoplc would glve mc.

4 pancl dcbate followcd, with Sam Mcscowitz prcsidling, and Evans
and Willis in_thr affirmativc, Lcs Cole and Ed Wood in the negzatives
FuNDOMe—~~I35 IT STILL . FORCE IN SCIEZNCE-FICTION. august Dorlcth  and
Charlcs Re Tanncr scrvcd as juézcs for this, and dccidcd in favor of
the ncgatlvce "Poui- n1d bcaten Fandon,

There followcd:THE PLuCE OF SCIENCEFICTION IN THE CULTURLL PaTTZRN,
by John W. Campbcll. Ky Ghu! is pulp magazinc fiction takihg ovcr our
cntirc civilization?

There followed a busincss mecting for members of the convontion;this
lg a primc cxanmplc of that olgd axlom, lock bcforc you plunges most of
us had deeided that it was hecrc that thoy werce geing to clcet the new
convcntion sitc, whercas 1f we'd rrad th: program, we would havc known
that wasn't coming until latcr. Wcll, if Bca Mahaffcy 1is listcning,
that cxplains that card I handcd you aftcr thc banquct.

Thc afternocn session began with ancthcr pancl, this time of book
publishcrs,. There werc: Auzust Derlcth~-iREKHLM HOUSE~~Lloyd Eshbach

~-continucd ncxt page~-
-%}—
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~~FuNTa3Y PRESS--Martin Greconborg~-GROMEZ PRE3S-~Mclvin Korshak--SHa3T4
PUBLISHERS=~David Kylr-=~scicncc: ficvion cditer for BOURGEY & CURL,
INC., ncw publishing housc as far as stf 1s concorncd-—-—and Jamncs e
wWillians,—~PRIME PR&33. '

They answcrcd qucstlions from the {lce 48 stated clsewherc, I
lcarncd onc fasclnating thing from this plavir, Thc publications of
a pockct-slizecd, papcr—covarcd bock, incrcascs the salcs of the hard-
cover cditicn.

aftcr this, wc had Robcrt Bloch's proscntatlon WHaT EVERY YOUNG
SPaCEMaN SHOULD KNOW, Unfertunatcly, I had to bc running all about
thc placc during this, for it was onc of th: morc cntcrtaining partions
of the programe

Thereafter camc thc psucdo-scicnecc pancls HOW TO BE AN EXPERT
WITHOUT ACTUaLLY KNOWING sNYTHING, by John He Poricroy, Phe De.; arcport
on a group of scicntists who deeidcd to cxamin¢c and classify thc blood
of an clecphant, and cndcd up by withdrawing 1t from the tail. Sccond
was THE MaTHEMGTICAL BASIS OF TIME TRaVEL, by Irvin Heync, and the
third item was 1incxplicably canccllcd; I rcfcr to LUNaR GEOLOGGY OF
THE LITTLE MEN'S MINKING DISTRICT, by Lestcr Colce

Franccs Hamling thcn rcportcd on the rcgistration; as I have alrsady
statcd, thc attcndces numbcrcd somc 1050 pcoplc, and total membership
in thc convcntion ran ovcr 1500. Truly a nomncntous occasion in the
history of fandonm; a mark that 1t 1s going to bc difflcult to topa.

Then we sclectcd the noxt conveontion sitc. Politics wecrc playe @
prctty hard and fast., ass most of you alrcady kncw,Philadclphila cmerged
over San Francisco on thc third ballot, by a notc of 191 to 169. Oonc
of the most intcrcsting momcnts I rcecall from it was when one of the
peoplc in thc audicncc tricd to get Judy May's attentlon——-—just 11ke
on them there Rcpublican and Dcnocratic gct-togcthecrs-~by calling
"Nr. Chalman., Mr. Chairmani”

.~ Judy gazcd sternly at thc.individual and whisporcd sofly:

"Madanc Chairnana”

When the rcsults of the third ballot wcrc announccd, wc rushcd for
the exits and went out and had soncthing to cat. Finally the cvenilng
scssion apprcachcd, and wec rcturncd for the final cvcning of the
convention.

Bob Tucker had thc lcad off, with a tapc rccording cntlitlcd THE RE
~VOLTING FaN RZIPORTER. Thc samc tapc hc playcd for us at the Mlswescon
SONGS OF THE SPaCE iaY3 followcd, with Tcd Sturgeon and his Guitar-won-
dcr why the capitalized the guitar?

Then they gavc us thc scicnccafiction ballct, which was performned-——
by the Univcersity of Chicago Ballct Group. It says here, "Musicby Jul
-ian May and Bob Johnson." Somcthing I hadn't noticcd beforc. It was
good music too, In fact,-it was an intcrcsting spcetacle.,

Ncxt on the grogram was THE DEMOLISHED NULL-a 4ND NOW YOU DON'T, a
skit by thc membcrs of thc Pittsburg Sclcnec~Flctlon Assoclatlon and
Fanvaricty Entcrpriscs. However, this was cancclled, and all they pre
—-scntcd was a song from it entitlecd SCIENCE-FICTION IS MY 4DDICTION .
Bca Vcnable sang it for us, with hcr brother Bill doing plano acc-

ompaniment. What thcy necdcd for that song was a voicc likc Betty
Hutton's; Bca's voicCc is geced, but her sfylc didn't fit hcr song.She

sang it as if shc wcre singing an opcratic numbcre I can assurc you
that SCIENCE~FICTICN IS MY ~DDICTION 1s not an opcratic numbcr.
Bubt I wish thcy'd given their entirc skit. Maybc at thc Philcone
After that camc THE FalL OF FEN, or P.RADISE LOST,prcscntcd by Dave
Hammond and Sol Levin. It was rathor cutc, hut a littlc too long. sind
—~=conciudcd ncxt pagc:~
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In thc cxpcnditurcs for the
ventlion committece, since it
cssitatcd overtime for the
cetlionlst, thc hclpcrs, and
ably for thc Tcrracc Casinc
sclf.

con-
nce=
pro j=
proebe
it=-

and that was just about that. The
crc wecre still partics that night
but I didn't go to any of thcmj I
wcnt to bede

And I wcnt honlcCa

and I've writtcn two convention--
rcports, a total of somc 22
Pagcs.

So good night!

~Wo Paul Ganlcy-

3t lockecd l1likc a couplc of wircs got
cicsgld somcwher. Dave Hammond ~cad
the story--~a Clark ashtonSmlth X spe
symboliem cof a fan cntcring and lcav
~ing fandom~—-~whilc two othcr fclle
owsg turncd thc pages of a largc draw
~ing becock, which contalncd some rath
«-Ccr Intcrcsting piccecs., But nany
timcs the drawlng was brought outtoo
scon, and the cffcet was loste

aftcr that wc vicwed a couplc of TV
films from TA4LES OF TCMORROW., The
first was a story, THE DUNZ ROLLER ,
by somcbody namcd ¢ulian C. May.

At thce conclusion of it, Judy 80 «
out and eaid that therc was to havo
been a sccond movic, but timc didn't
permit thenm to preoscent 1t. 4t this,
the rcmaindcr of the fang went wild,
They put up a rhythmic clap, they st
—~onpcd, they scrcancd, and final 1 y
Judy had to lct thc sceond pPlcturc
bc shown,

This showing of onc cxtra plcturc pr
~obably lcd to a tremcndous incrcasc

G-\.ML.E\/
ACH] THAT Dor'T L oo
L/KE THE RicHT PrLAcE

Ta mME

-G~



RED PLANET

-By Stan, Fran & Joe=

Really, there are four different fen running this zine; Joe Semenovich,
Warren Frelberg, Stanley Martin, and Francls Bordna. More than once wo
disagree wlth one another, but usually we work out some sort of compro=
mise. But on this issue~=-ETRO, we all think the same way, We're aske
ing Jim Schreiber, or any other member of ETRO for that matter, what
exactly 1s ETRO trying to do., Wo have our opinions, and to our sorrow,
thcy are rather partial to the organization. In fact, our oponion is
that the EXTRA TERRESTIAL RESEARCH ORGANIZATION is one gigantic farce
which wlll never succced 1in accomplishing anything except maybe a few
big laughs, T
The ducs is, we bolleve, threas dollars fgffafﬂékﬁﬁgk3 g,
a year, Como to think of it, that's & i/ T : e
rather large sum for a fow laughs. ( e

ETRO claims that the thcory of the fly= ¥,
ing saucers coming from anothcr planct !E &
is not just beccausc they ara sf fanse, f
Proof 1lcads them to bolicve that thoy
come from“another world". We are st-
111 waiting for proof! .

They are now trying to find moans of
contacting tho allons. They have rad-
los, and arc constantly trying to int-
arcopt mecssages from thc sauccrs, Onc
member aven clalms that he has contact-

ed the saucerge-=-b elophaty no lass
And otherumambers c¥a&m they arc mcnta

telephats.(Bawarc,tho slans will risc!)

Wo are wonderinge. How can thcy contact
the allons when undoubedly, the army is
spending thousands of dollars trying to
contact the "maprtians', ETRC oclaims
that thero may bc thc.possibility that
the alicns donot want to comtact the st-
ato,but instcad, morcely avorage pooyle.
Tho average people,=e--thc ETROlans.

Back to the proof again. Thoy have somo photos, Shaver had photos~-or
I better say, "proofst®, In fact, AMAZING STORIES oncc held so many of
Shaver's proofa,that spoelal i1ssucs worc mads to hold these proofs.ETRO
couldn't fit theirs in a thimble, yot they scoof at Shaver, Oh hum,

We might also add that ETRO has a radio teloscope in tholr possosslon,
So what? Thc army has numerous telescopcs,far largoer than ETRO's We ! re

etill wondcring, :
(concluded on following pagc,)

-1/~



(concluded from following pags-=-- -~ITRO?)

We hear they laugh hard as hell a% the Jortcans, So tcll meo, what is
STRO?

‘whether or not ETRO 1s successful, thc organization's work cannot halp
qut bcnefit the members in cxpansion of their knowledgo, and broadoning
helr minds, while not bocoming gulllblgesw=a-m= -and besides, it can be
?un if taken in the right spirit." so saii the March 20th issuc of CUR~
RENT SCIENCE FICTION WEEKLY., We're dogmatic maybe, what in the world
docs it mcan, "broadoning minds¥? Studying the flying saucers will mako
you open mindcd? If you alrcady worcn't opcn minded, you wouldn't bo
vcading sf, . or rcscarching on the flying sauccrs, Wc haven't studlod
the saucors, and we'ro opon minded==~=-~wo think., We agroe with Froidman
though, when ho saye "and besidos,™it can bc fun if takoen in thc right
spirit.® Yce, it can.be fun, A battle of Southern Comfort in onc hand,
gingerale in thc othcr provides tho right spirit.

3ceriously for a momonts HoWw can such & small organizatlion hopo to acce=
omplish anything whilc competing with nations}

Therae is & theory that says wo arc buing hypnotlzod and run by the allicnsa,
Schreiber said it was possible, Wc aleo say it's possible, but not very
probablc, And oncc again, the deros ccme ine. Oh hum,

Actually, wo think that the ETRO boys arc¢ doling tholr best, They ara
sorious in thecir work. Possibly, that's the thing that mekese the organ-
izetion a gigantic farces Wc wrote this artlcle to start somo sort of
intcrosting dlscusslon boing started, and alsc in hope that a faw fans
would writc articlos in dcfensc of ETRO, Maybe we won't recccive any, but
We d?ubt ite Wec'll probably bc snowed under by the manuscripts, Wo
hopCe

Scmenovich alsc says that we arc not making fun of Schrcibor, Jo¢ mot
nim at tho Bufflccon, and says hc 1likes him, He also iInformsw that Jim
.8 a8 Intcllegent as they come, and as nicc as thcy como, If we scomed
{0 berate him, we'rc sorrye Wo arcn't trying to insult individuals=~the
whcle organization is what we're aftorl

If ETRO can provc to us that they're not a farco, welll help them, or at
least gilve them some sort of publicitﬁ----good publicity, If they can't
prove & damn thing for themsoclves, thon wa'll keep the samoe opinion we
alrecady have, We'ro also open mindod as wo precviously sald, And wo are=-

n't kidding}

Wéll that‘s'all wo havc to say., Wo'rg not rewriting this articlc to mako
the grammar pcrfoct, otce We haven't the time sc thls 18 belng writton

on only one shocte Wc might end this by glving ETRO some advice, Stop
being soricus in your job--=maybc you'll accomplish somaething by not bo-
ing serious, Maybe a laugh instcad of a sngrl.

Signed
Stan, Fran & Joe

-=-continued from pagoe __
on a minor blemishe~=if blcmish it was--in Lovecraft's makeup. As a cre

itic, I think Wilson stinks.
~{3vREORGE T. WETZEL-
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~By Charles Eo Simmonsge

#4E##In 1ssuc number 10, there was o host of big name authors on the
contonts pages Sturgcong Russcli. Brown. Heyrolds, Ley and others clute
“ured Lhe pages, OW was starting te sicr its variety that it had once
bragegad about but never esemed v~ havi wiuailed, Even Palmor had a gte
ory 1n this issucw~and it was under his nauwe. While glancing once more
over that table of contcnts, there is ¢ féeling that Phillips and Shave
¢r didn't have a story in this lusue,Urlcss.of course,they were writing
under new pseudonyms,

#ri##In this issuc, there was a long apticle by the noted author, Willy
Leye Also, Palmer was holding a contest dealiung with Eric FrankRusse
511's story, TEST PIECE. 4nc¢ thore was another new artist doing the
covere=H, Wo McCaulecy,

#ifif#More varlety on the cpntents page came with issuc 1ll, Del Reys~
Bloch, Anderson, Hickey, Palmer; and of coursc, Phillipse Palmer for
tac third successive 1ssue, wrotce the cover storye. Bok dic his second
cover for Palmer and the magazine was now being published severy gixe
weckse Prevliously 1t had bcen bi-monthly and quarterly. Palmer didn't
volce his opinion yet, but many knev that his aim was a monthly,

##r##3 r the fomrth issuc in a row, Palmcr did the lead storys McCaule
¢y's name. was oncc more on the cover pairting.Palmer, in his editorial,
revealcd the Shaver pseudonyms, and as usual.mentioncd AMAZING STORIES,
As 1t secms, Ray has sort of a liking toward thc magazine,and alwayse
was mentloning 1t in his editorial,

##FF#FAIs0 in issuc 12 was a long article on thc noted artist,Allen St .
Johns Palmer had also mentioncd thai St. John had a cover coming up==-
rcaders are stlll walting for it. S.J.Byrne of FROMITHIUS and COLOSSUS-
fama, once more appcarcd on the continis pagc with a short novel titled
BEYOND THE DARKNESS, Reactlion Dby thce rcadcrs proved that it was woll
liked, and promised more work by the author:

FrFrlesue  number 13 camc ovt, and a gr.at change occurred to OTHER
WORLDS o Palmer said 1t in his edivorisl--we<gsrials would be in OW, It
diagn't matter how long ths storics Wori, Pnimcr announced, as long as
they were good they would be pr.nted. To etart his new policy off, he
had a 45,000 word novsl by Joe Gigson Liiled DOWN IN THE MISTY MOUNTAIH
which was falrly well writtcn. 4.30, Mre Ley had another articlees And
to add to my surprise, not onc pecn name was uscd,

#éF##Another contcst was hcld in issue 14, Somecthing to do with t he
cover which was donc by McCauleye You had to gucss who the peoplo on
the cover weres, Winncrs to be =annowecd in futurec issuc

#iiirohaver had two storics in this issuc, Both, to my astonishment
¥ore undsr the name Shavcr. One was a novelettc ard was co~written with
Chester S. Goler, and tha other was by himsclf, W1llly Ley had an othor
article in 1%, making it his third, Byrnc was once morc on the eontanss
page With a ggort story.

#####To many fans, 1t secmed that Palmer was back to hie old tricks ags:
alnesFor in this i1ssue hc nad a szrial entitlisd I FLOW TN A4 FLYING S4UCs
.y 100UCINUSE Ol LBXT PELE s
s
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ER-And it was supposed to be the wruth. To nake 1t scem even more real=
istic,the name of the author was oriy Cuptain &.ViGe Fans began to sit
bSack in their chairs and watch “he Zall of Palmer for the second tlme.
This never happencd,

F4HTasue 15 held the conclusion of I TFLIW IN 4 FLYING SAUCER and also
the first installment of anothcr serial named ACT OF GOD.Also was belng
ssnounced,a new serial by Rog Phillips that was schedualed for next les-
e called THESE ARE MY CHILDREN. Once again Smlith was dolng the covers,
Psucdonyms there werc nones It sccmed; that Palmer was well establlshed
nov and didn't necd Phillips and Shaver and himseclf to do mest of the
writings. And his hope for going monthly was even more stronger than pr=-
aviouslys )
##E ST e contents page this issuc was smalles Only four namés were on
it, and onc was a long article by Kenneth Arnold entitled THE REAL FLY=-
IRG S4UCERe Ray was no doubt, hopinh to raise clrculatlion for OW for
this type of material was better off in his companlion mag, FATE. Ashby
concluded his serial, ACT OF GOD, and Philllips bcgan his, THESE ARE MY

CHILDREN, I began reading it, but gave it up after 40 pages, One of theec
days, I'll rcrcad itewhcn I have a chancce. Thils lssuec’'s cover was dong

by McCauley again,

#iH##Byrne appecarcd on the conteunts pags agalns This time with ano cle
ctte which has a name too long to 8pcll oute Russell once more was in
the lssue, and Phillips concludcd his novel, Reynolde was the fourth
author on the contcuts pagc~~-=-and that's all the names on the contents
PAKE o

#di##Palmeyr announced that he wanted to go monthly. But also announced
that he necceded moneg for this, He put in a loug plca for 2000 fans to
sénd him a promisc,that they would send him five dollare for a two year
subscription, The results haven't bccn made public yecte This may man
though, that Palmcr 1s golug brokc. Infact, there's a rumoy going ar=-
ound that Pelmer isn't going to last anothcr thrco issucs,. Thisg, I
hopc, 18 only a rumore.

#HHHEN] 50 announced, was a long scrial schedualad for next lssues, It
was by Byrne and was a scqucl to the Colossus trigology which was feat=
urcd In early lssues of OTHER WORLDS which was a scquel to PROMETHIUSII
which was in a2 48 AMAZING STORIZES. Oncec morc, OTHER WORLDS scemcd to
look morec likc AMLKZING, than AMNAZING, BSmith did the cover,

LA EThe first of three installments of the BOLDEN GAURDSMEN appoaradin
the April issuc 0. OWs Tho cover 1lllustrated a scenc from the novcl
which was bcautifully donc by Smith again, 4As 1t secms, Smith was to
oncc morc dominatc tho coverse Onliy two other stories were in thig iss
«Uge By Ashby and McIntosh=~Kuttncr? Also 1n thc lssue was a s h ort
article about Bok, the artlist. A5 usual, Palmer was sounding off 1in
his editorlals Man, can that guy sound off,;

##5##TIasuec 19 was a surprisc lssuc, Only cditors of pro~magazines were
in 1t, This timc thc contents page was a long oneg, and thc only non
¢ditor in 1t was Byrnc who had hils sccond Installment of THE GOLDEN GuEd«~
SMEN 1in it, Palmcr ran cquits a few photographs of cditors of sf maga
-zinése E+JeCarncll, cditor of Now Worlds—a Britlsh zinag- had a shc »i
articlc about thc two picturcs DESTINLTION MOON & ROCHETIHIP XM wWhat
the rcviewcrs thought, etcgs,s Palmcr also had «apn artliclc about himelr
in the issuce This conccrncd an articlc whicn was wrivtcan Ly Paullalse

( i Loy 5 v ~ g o Y e
- 44 Poontinucd ncrt Mnagseeseo-
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ner for his megazine, IF, The third arti.cle~the lougcst=was by James
Vo Tanresioanleo hed B pheoto of olos saboul THE -wDIPORB. “Storics were by

jcrwin, Bouchcr Bixby. Hoirmer. hL.cs The rumor abdut Palmer goin
oEnatgeBouencry, gobtitg cmplioy aRd” Rt 116m, ‘ ‘ s

#Hit##I have written the article in chronological ordcre, The reason for
this is thet I thought thc rcader woald ¢ ablc to understand the art=
lclec a 1lttle botterw-~-2lso have 2 L1it%lc more knowlcdge about OW,
OTHER WORLDS to me, is a finn vagnzing Wwc've scen it making a slow

end stcad ain JPalmcer, we nnwe notized is always trying to pull off
some%hingy és oﬁndlng. - Shavor and Phillips arc %is f%vogitc gut%ors.

The rcason for this of coursc, is that thcy are all good fricnds, It
is amusing to note ‘that W.Amhcrst 1is onec of Shavers psucdonyms for Am=
herst, Wisconsin 1s whcrc he lives along with Palmer, What I have for-

gotten to mention 1s that Phillips had gottcn married to Mari Wolfe JAl-

mcr wad the best mane~here is morc proof that Phillips i
Palmcr and Shavere=~and also was magrgcd in the saffic cgu¥ggy ﬁgfmc ﬁéé?

No doubt, I havc misscd othcr things in my short summary, but if I dlid,
I think that they would be minor incidcnts. I have tricd to gather the
nost information I could, and I think I havc donc a fairly good Job.Of
coursey this is my opinion, and not the rcadcrs.

~CHLRL=ES E, SIMMONS-

ROCKET 7O THE MORGUL

P‘\)’ U Boucher
(TP oK REVE\W

-BY RIT.: 4DaMSe-

I might as well start out by saying,this is not a scicuce~fiction nov=-
¢l, but a whodunit mystcry. It will bc of intcrest to stf fans beccausc
it is built around a cast of sf authors and fans.

The old mystcry of thc lockcd room murdcr 1s furthur compllcatcd by
thcorles of telcportation, fourth dimcnsion, and time machinc travel,
Now this to us secm quitc plausable, but to thc poor detective it's
Just morc confusion.

I didn't carc who did 1t, I doubt if any sf fan woulde. But the con=-

vérsations on the subgcct of stf arc rcfrcshin%, with nicc conscrvical
points of views, which a fan will hold up, or fcar apart, accordlng to

his or her naturc.

This novel was first publishcd in 1942-~It has just comc out 1in pocket
book forme Dcll=-Noe. 591 But thc material is still up to date.

This story may cnlightcn many a poor mystcéry lover. I think a fan
will 1likc it-=it's diffcrcnt.

-Rita Adama-
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‘3_ Here I am again, Joec prrsuaded me to wrltc 1t; so I édid, He thrate

encd that 1f I didn'ty ho'e cut off 1y supply of RENLKISS.LNCE, ?nd I
wouldn't want that vo happen, would I? Hcy Joe, ncxt issue don't cx
~pcch me to send you anythiug, -

I'm sorry that I couldn't make 1t to thc Chiecon. Joc informed mcthat
h¢ had arhell of a time; mct Lec Hoffran, a small broad, Max Kcaslor,
& small broad,Sholby Vick, a small brcad, Thcre must havc bcen ahell
of a lot of small broads, Joc, undoub=dly, is kidding mc. I-havc the
samc cplnion as Shelby Vick on the subjcet of fcmalc~scicnec=fiction
fans. There aln't any modcls whe rcad it, Surc, I rcelizc that th crcs
Mrs. Gold, Evclyn Palgc, Bea Mahaffcy and--~I can't think of any morc,
but that's about 1t, Joc has a diffcrcnt opinlon, . but sincc I haven't
sécn any of thcm, I'm not bclicving,

Joc also informcd mc that thorc werc nezro fans attcnding thc Chicone
It's the first timc,hc sald, that he's scen thom at any fan conclavc,
it warms my hiart to hcar thls. I'm gzlad thoy attcndcd the convention
because 1t provcs that therc i1s no racial prcjudiec in fandom aside
from Edwin Siglcr. Thiy saculd attcnd morc fan gathcringse

EXPOSE: Exposci Do you know that Lec Hoffman has had a lottcr puble
ished in a Comlc Book? Yes, shc rcalgy dld,though actually it wasn't
a latter; morc of a pocm that brings out Miss Hoffman's wondcrful

humor that makcs QULNDRY. - I 1ikcd it so much that I wrotc 1t down,
Hore it is.:

4 tisket, a taskct, I had a 1ittlc baskct,
I had a body in a box, but zorcwherc I havc lost it.

I lost 1t, I lost it, I lost my littlc baskcte
I had 1t hidden in my hcoarsc, when somconc ran
accrcsscd it,

Herc's anothcr that followecd Lec's,

On top of old spooky,
All covcrcd with crud,.

I lost my pct worcwolf,
Whilc sucking his blood,

For suckings a plcasurc,

If blood you do cravc,

But a flasc hcertcd wcrcwolf,
Bclongs in a grave,

The author cf ON TOP OF OLD SPOOKY was Victor F,Sponc whocver inm ghe
world that may bce

The two abovc pocme werc takcn out of onc of EC's mags. EJ.C. 1t sccms,
is about the best scelcnecfanasy group oute Thelr cditors remind mec  of

~~continucd noxt pagcew
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Jerry Blxby and SaMincs, No insul. int ndad, Thoy have somcthing in
thoir book that makcs 1t intor.stiug. wotually, it merc of a pulp zinc
thon a comic book, It has a lcttcyr columa,. an cditorial—~-which, I be-
licve cvery other comic book lacksy and Yhcy arc quitc insanc.

On thc subjcct of comic books. &8 it scoms, many fans arc undcr the
rclicf that thc comic books arc vory harmful toward sclcnce-fictlon. I
donot agrece with those pcoplc who hcld that thcorye. Thcrc 1s hardly
any logic to it all, Truc, onc can say that thc parcnts of thc ch-
ildrcn who' r-ad thcsc books, rcceive tha wrong imprcssione But  what
differcncc docs it makc?They would have ncver bacn stf rcadcrs anywaye
Surcly if they don't stomach what th-.ir childrcn rcad, how will they
stomach pulp scicnc:o=fiction? all thcse pcopl: who rcad the wecird com-
ic books arc closc to tho bodcrlinc to buying pulps, Onc day they' 11
scc a pulp zinc,and out of curlousity, buy a pulp. and if thcy cnjoy-
cd comic books, th:y surcly cnjoy rcading pulp fictlone

Morc on thc subjcct of new rcaders 1s whcether stf ehowuid get writcrs
likc Mickey Spillanc.I'm all for it. Not that I lovc the guy; rcallys
I can't stand hls hackworke It's too crude, and no smoothncss to hils
supposingly masterful stylec. But fiftecn milllion pcoplc rcad Spillanc,
From prcachcr to school marm, and to tconagorse. Tconagers espceeclallye
when they scc  the namc Spillanc, tramors run through thcir body, and
they buy the zinc, They rcad the Spillanc story, and aftcr finished
lay down th: magazince Onc day howcvir, it's raining outsidc and they
haven't a damn thing to do, so thcy start rcading th: rcemalnder of the
contents of thc magazince Possibly, thcey discover that they likc once
story; maybc cven morc, and the ncxt time thoy scc that samc prozing,
on thc stands, thcy buy it. 4nd sooncr or latcr, thcy'll buy anothor
prozinc and so one S0 what i1f many of thc parcnts scc Spllilanc on the
cover, Damn, so thcy'll take thc book from thclr kldw-—and rcad it
thcmsclves when no onc 1s looklng. It all amnounts to thc samc thing;

a largcr circulation of prozincs cnablcs fandom to risc in numbcr alsa

The thinzg wrong with many faas 1s that thcy think they have a word in
scicnec~fiction, If you'rd onc of those bclicvers, forgct about 1t. We
havcn't got a damn thing to say. The c¢ditors have to look at a conn=
crcial standpoint; thcy havc to sco thoir magazlinc; ralsc 1ts cire
culation, 4nd all in all, ralsing a magazin s circulation always help
out fandom. & proof is whcn the Shaver Mystcery startcd, Fifty thous-
and morc pcoplc rcad Amazdng, clubs began to start, morc pcoplc cnter—
cd fandome

Wwhy don't somc of you fans wrltc an articlec dcaling with Conic Books
and Splllanc typc of sclcncc~ftctlon. Discuss whether 1t -becncfits fan
-dor and scicnec-fiction at largc, or docs it dcgradc it. IBvc statcd
my opinion, and I8d 1likc to scc somconc ClscCSe We can start a good
discussion in thc lcttcr column for ncxt issuc and it docs ncad a litt-
lc hopplnk upe

A lctteor was found in Post Officc which was address to MoRSMEN,MaRS .
Thc two boys who wrotc thc lctter wecrc found, and they sald that the
flying sauccrs cemc from Mars,. The postmaster disappolnted the two
boys howcver,whcn hc informcd them that he doubted 1f the lcttcr would
ever rcach Mars. Not cnough postagai

wwPFrancls Bordnams
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~BY GEORGE T. WETZEL~

COSMuG: 57 East Park Lanc, N E.: atlanta 5,.G2.;.25cents. May,52,;f-o0,

Printcd on slick papcr----at prigoiut. Bob Silvarberg has a finc
articlc on "TLcwis Carroll’s Groatcst Fantasy', which will hclp rcmove
prcjudicec from a Carroll story,. that thcuzgh boresonc 1n spots, has
vigncttc~1lilr~ bits of humor. The Jettcr column 1s always intcldligentes
"Scicneco~Fi ction Dlgrst",thc oth r half of th- combozin:, is Mmissings
Honry Burwell appends a page of dol-ful cxpleination.

DESTINY: 11848 S,E.Powcll Blvd,.; Portland €6, Orcgon; 20conts, Springe

angrew Duanc has a scisnecc-fiction story hecroin, which 1s mixcd
with wcird clemcnts., D,C. Richardson contribut-s two articlcs, onc on
Tarzan, bthe cthcr, "Thc Wheel 4s &4 Religious Symbol", Several other
worth while itcms arc in this succ ssor to "Fanscil-nt."

FuNFLRE:11l9 Ward Road, Nortvh Tonawandn, New York, 15ccnts, Moy, Mincg,

41l fantasy prosc this ish., I could not find a singlc woak item
at alle "To Bc &4 God" by walt Klcin was vory litcratc; a talc of an
ancicnt 1del on & far werld waiting for a secrific: eand of the two ade
vonturcrd who sought Its scerct tr-adur: of ccrrmonlal jecwclsese Androw
Duanc has a C. W, Smith stylc of story horcine. al Lovercntz a sh o rt
short of thc passing cf Pan; and Jamcs Warrcn with a provoking surp-
rise cnding stfi talc,

FuNT.u3LaS; 516 Decr St.; Dunkirk, N-ow Y.rk; lOccnts cach~-a bargaini!
a stcal; though whcthor we stal from English or he from us, 1s the
moot qucstion. #4 niroc. :

The lcttor columm hercin 1s usuaily a riot, thc pr.s-nt ish is no
cxcaption, spicifically Charlcs Wells' drollcry upon Lec Hoffman. The
@lltorial looks 1likc I know whirc I 1oft my pack of marihwanas now. In
yey "Goldfish Bowl", Frcd Chappcll procc-ds to start two fucds; I'm
walting to sce if the twe BNF takc th- belt. Oh y-s, som~bcdy nam=d,
Dcorg Dryccll has an articl. on H.P,Ch.csceraft.

HYPEROFILa; 819 Michligan dve; Buffalo 3, N.X.; 15¢ nts, mimco, July52;

Worth subing to. a4 zcod half of th- ish 1s fillcd with Midwcstcr—
con and Buffalocon rcports that nak: good roading. B-tty Howard'a,
"Knowl. dg2" and Reymond Clancy's, "Thc 01d Mastcr"™ arc both curicusly
gvocativc _of the style of Woird Talcs prosc during 1933-1939, Kcn
Kru-geor's, "Progrcssive Fandom" club--—-an articlic——a frecturcfr”: N3F,
bcars consig.ratlon as th alinetion cof sont proscnt menbers of N3P
ang cv n pot-atlel w-mb rs Ly son: officials of NFFF arc known cvcn to
mys:I. Th. shysdcel sizc of Hyp-ropia is unusual--83" by 14",
i.D: 224 Broad St; Naowark, Chic; 1l5ccnts cach; Mimco, #5.

MaD ls deofunet; tho Willish the last, 1is commnable attcmpt,
cdecspite the fact some of thr stuff was had raougch to go into OPUS.
Tem Covington's plrec was worth reading, thougha

CPUS; 420 Scuth 1lth St.; FPoplar Bluff, Mo; 2 for .25crnise. 4ug; mimso.

Only dccont stuff in this zing 2r¢ Ray N-lscon's cartoon; ones in
the past wcerc caricaturcs of oncthing that could only be contrucd as
spoks which Nclson el vaorly gives porsanality tc. Harry Warn-r  who

-conclud-d next page-
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~=goncludcd—-

docs a monthly column bhercin is fardom's ¢nlgmas Everytime I visit
his town--whcre I scc an unclc——I have phoncd Warncr and always have
beccn grented with hostility, Oncc he saild to mc he was not intcrest~
cd in "talking about storics", as if I havc not passcd that stage in
fan-activityle Why thc hcll.hc continucs to writc articlcs for fan-
zincs 1f h: considcrs fans such juvcnllc dopcs 18 bCyond.MCesseeONC
bit of pralsc to Kcaslcr I nust givci:thc fan photos in this and prce-
vious lssucs,

RHODOMAGNETIC DIGEST: y

I ask~d for a complimcntary copy of this mag tc rcvicw, No an-
swirs Flrst of this mcenth of Scptcmber,I scnt 30ccnts for any. issuc
of R.Ds To datce=sScpt 22~—I havc racclved no replye This 1s a warn=-
ing to prospcctive suscribecrs to quary R.D.'s cditor beforc mallin g
moncye I hopc to put such procastinators on the spot; as this is
not the first timc I have had such twoublc with fan-cds whc woré not
vcry busincss likc,and somc whe cven gct pacved when I madc repeatced
inquirics.Fandon 1s a hobby but onc¢ should not forgct principlc Just
bccausc "It is just a sparc timc diversicn,®

-

-Gcorge f. Wetzcl—

Ede Th¢ rcason why this cclumn was so short was that Georgce hadn't
rcccived enough fanzincs to revicw. I likce this column; 4it's about
th: bcst fanzlnc rovicw column out,and would 1likc to have it fill at
lcast 2 pagcs. Now this cannct b: donc without fanzincs; corrcet?
S0 I would grcatly apprcclatc 1t that you fans who wish to gct thcir
zinc rcvicwcd, scnd 1t to Goergc. 4and to my tradcrs; if veu can't
sparc an cxtra 1sh to scnd him, forget my tradc, and in tuvr ,sand 1t
to Gecorge instcad, Hie addrcss us, 5 Playficld Strcct; Dundalk 22,
Marylands Thank youe
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RICHARD BILLINGS: Decar Bcnedict Arnold; You trailtor! You've probably
made Francis Bordna my life~long encmy. I've notified the post~office
to watch out for packages with stransge ticking sounds addressed to mes
And that "editor's ncte” you penned! I say agalin: Startling  Storles
and Thrilling Wondcr Stories arc not sworn enemles of the Little Men,
according to R’D. Lecs and Es Colec do not dictate thc policies of the
LITTLE MENe. Thcy'rc just memberse '

HOLLYWCOD AND TEE MOUN was a nicc titlc, Thankse. But you state
in your editorial, "all we arc surc of 1s an articlc by Billings." Are
you surc? I don't xemembcr sendlng you anything. Well, Just’ so . no
one can call you a liar, I'm scnding you & fcw hundred words.Although,
according to your stated cditorial standards on thc contcnts page, it
probably won't bec accepted.

Would you mind printing my thanks to Gcorge Wetzcl, Sylvia Kinder
and Hal Shapiro for thcir comments on my article? It was my first ef~
fort and their words of kindncss were music to my cars, 4And to Mr. Sh
~apiro: No, I'm not a devotee of Charlcs Fort. Infact I've always
considerecd Fort a 1little nuts!/If that docen't bring a fucd, I don't
know what will, Ed./ :

You're improving with cvcry issuc, Joca Kcep up the good worke
610 E Strccte: North Wilkcsbero, North Caroling

PAUL GANLEY: Got REN4ISSANCE YEZSTERDAY. Your rimcographling would be
very good, 1f your typewriter cut stcneils morc evenly. Hmm, let's me
scee I don't have much to comment akout, right nows BEN AND THE ELE-
CTRON was a rather cutc story, as was NO VARIETY, NO ONE EVER FPROVED
ANYTHING, on the other hand; was a rather poor articlce. 41l in all, a
good issuc of RENAISSANCE. Wiay don't you call it GLUG, or somcthing,
that's caier to spell?

Righte Okays adios, 119 Ward Rd.; North Tonawanda, New York

A cutc letter if I say so myseclf, Hasta Lavista, muchacho, for as you
can sccy, I have had two ycars of Spanish in two and a half ycars,Reals
ly not a hard task when you know how to do it. Oh yes, beforc I for-
get what I was goling to sayoe Thig~/~~thc thing in the lower case that
has a question mark above it, is thc necw mark for an cditor's comments
My, mys, I am getting snoblshw~~cditorial commente If you haven't not-
iccd, the opposite of { brokc a fcw months ago and I haven't the cash
to fix it, So when ?y I mcan / comes, you know you shall hear a word
from the sponsor, Gditor and publishcr of this great American Fanzing.
4dios until I think of something elsc corny to writc about, Ed./ ahal'

APPLE P, BOTTEM OF THE BARRELL: You havc a great fanzine,.. Only thing
wrong with 1t is that it stinks. Xccp up the horrible cditorship, and
within a month, you will bc thc bcst stinkencst—-a new word for  your
very limitcé vocabulary=—--zinc in the whole of the dmericass Good byce

SKURVY TO YOU; IF YOU DON'T EsT oPPLES, APPLESZED -

/Ed, I'm not kidding elither, I rcccived this lectter in the mail the

other daye. And without a doubt, I know who 1t is, Come out from that
barrcll, Bordnae 4&ll is lost for I have discovered that you arc the
culprits Skurvy to you, you dirty old crabe

~~for more of this, turn the pagewe



unpald advertiscument

aRE YOU TIRED OF THE cveryday routinc; got=
ting the samc o0lé fanzine in the same old
mall box;thc samc old eyc—~achcs after rcad-=
ing 1t, and the samec old gripcs for the ede g
ltors, who, in your opilnicn, arc a zroup of
ldioctic Juvenillcs that mercly publish a
fanzlne to scc thecir namcs on the contcnts
pagc and cditorial hcading? YOU »RE TIRED
OF IT »LLL}ILILY And do you want to cscape
from it all? DO YOU: 1y chod, if that is-
n't a tickct to lcave for Mars in another
hour, we don't knocw what is.

BUT WiIT!! Before you do leave for Mars,
suscribc to RENGISS&NCE! The best mess you
evecr rcad--—-I should say, triecd to rcad.

If you want to zo blind and collcct soclal
scquirity bencfits, TnI$ IS YOUR CHLNCES!}
If you want to laugh your hecad off at the
stupldlity of thc cditors,by all ncans, rcad
RENa& ISS&NCE. aAnd aftcr ally, you do nececd
rcading matcrial whilc travclinb to Mars it
w1ll rcmind you of thc"old"tincs. When you
yoursclf rcad fanmags.ﬂ =

SFTER 4LLE WE USE uN a.BeDICK MIMEOGRGPH!

Arc you wondcring how that damncd thing appcarcd in this supposedly
continuancc of OPEN HOUSE? Hmm? Wcll, thcrc is no necd to wonder}
I shall reveal all that is to bg rcvcaledq Therc arc no more lcttew
Crs, and onc simply nccds lcttcrs for a lctter columne and since
there are no lectter, an cditor should f111 in thc spacc scmehow, at
all costse Ycs, cven print somcthing like the above advertismcntdl
and ycs, gab a littlc longcr t1ll the page is filled with his un-
couth gibbcringss

Rcallys. I would 1likc to havc somc lcttcrs to tell me how I am pro-—-
gressings &4nd I am praylng for them with all my bloody hearts. One
morc pagé still nccds to be fillcd, and I will hot torturc my read-
crs with my hogwashe I will wait! untll I rcceive another letter ,
and spcaking 6f thc devll, herc 1s onc from WILLIAM BERGER, who I
bcllicove, 1s somchow affiliatod with thce N3F. I mct hlu at the Chi-
cone Hc likes gin, and I don't, so with 41 Levercntz®s pcrmission,
~~contlinucecd, ncxt pagee~-



=continucde

Just rcccivid RENLISSaNCE~~Vol 1 Nec 4-and I read it too. You need not
think that you don't havec a zood fanzinc hzcausc you do, I'm glad that
I subscribed to 1y when we had a drink of gin at Chicago. I'll have to
get drunk morc often if I bccome fortunate cnough to gect held of a fan~
zinc that helps you laugh and helps you think along differcnt paths.

FORUM on oplnions atout prozincs had zocd individual slant in cve
ery onc of the lctters., If only fans would talk likc that at thc con-
ventions,

LaST oCT OF FLESH by Larry Saundcrs had onc of the grcat faults of
anmatuer writing. It tricéd to t.11 too much in too short a spacc,Hc had
an intriguing idca; I don't know if it was obsccne., I'm lctting felle
ows as Russcll Watkins dccidc that, You had thc couragc to publish it,
I hopc thc Post Officc don't rcad 1t. You can't cxpress idcas on scx,
unlcss you'rc a doctor, you knowe

Thc othcr two talcs were simply cxccllent cxanplcs fan fiction.

Hurray for an articlc by Stanlcy Martin. Articlcs making fun of
fandom usually arc funny. This onc went hundrcds of milecs above that
level called funny. It also zave me an insight into thc workings of ac
-tive fan's bralus,

Personally, it's ridlculous to comrcnt on how good mimcography—=--
work was or thc formate. Thc raln concern is what you've acccptcd for
publicatione.

In closing, I have to scc RENSISSLNCE mor: oftcn, It's fun to wrw
ite about it and it's also sort of comforts you bécause you happcn to
havc a labcl callcd fan. 912 East 140th St.; Clcvcland 10, Ohio

/Thanks for the nicc words, Bill; my hcad is flocating in air, and if I
rceclve any more lettcrs complimcnting mc as you havey I think I'11 ste
art cditing and publlishing a prozinc. 4nd cvcn morc thanks for filling
up almost a page of stcncll with your lcttery now I don't have to rcad
my owh matcriale I'll scc you at thc Phieon ncxt ycar, Bill, and we'll
get oursclves anothcr bottlc of gin from Levarcntze Waltl Walt! Stop
the MIMEOGRsPHSe I havc just rcalized that a drcadful mistake has ocew
urrcéde. «nd undoubcdly, you rcadcrs have dilsoovcred it as soon as you
turncd to this pagce I was talking about thc samc thing I'm talking ab
-out now. I camc with Bill's lecttcr whilc I was saying, "Lovercntz T's
pcrmission". You scc what happcns when you say to yoursclf you'll rcm—
cmbér, and.put away thc stcnciling for tomorrow. But lct me finish ny
scntencce~—~=Levorent'z pcrmission, wo took hls bottlc of gin--so therey
I said 1t and I'm glad,.

If you don't alrcady know it, thies 1is bcing typcewrittcn dircetly on thc
stancll; so bave bcen the othcr two prceccding pagese But Ghu hasbeen
with mc, and the margins camc, I anm praying that this will continuc for
thc ncxt pagce

and now I am fully out of lcttcrs, so here comcs my cditorialse—

I have Just flnished rcading thrcc becst scllcrss THE OLD MaN 4ND THE
SEa, by Hemmingway; EaST OF EDEN, by Jchn Stcinbeck; THE SINNER OF ST,
«MBROSE, by Raynoldse «nd lct me tcll you that thcy were all works of
arts Hammingway's, OLD M4N 4ND THE SEs; ah well, thcre arc no word &
that can dcseribe it, The writing is so simplc, and yct so boautiful ;
oh hell, why can't a scicncc-fiction author writc likc that, «nd then
Stcinbeck's, EsST OF EDEN. 4 mastcrpiccc by the old mastcr himsclf.His
grcatcst, I say! Tho plot is huge, thc writingz undcrstandable, and thec

gﬁd%ng pcrfccty oh hell, why can't we get a sf author to write 1like
80

~waconcludcd ncxt pagoes



smconNCiUudcdse—

Maybc on¢ day, an sf novel will bc & vcot scelilcers aside from Ore
wcll's, 1984 and Huxlcy's, BR.VE NEW WORL7, 1 don't belicve that the
sf world has had a bcst scllcr, and then again, many pcoplc donot co
~nslder, BRaVE NEW WORLD, an sf, 4nd sincc I'vc necver rcad thc nove
cl, I shan't commcnt on it, 1984, on thc othcr hand, I considcr  sf
at 1td best. Hall Blg Brothor}

Sincc we'rc discussing sf novcls, let's take the now asimov tale
that's appcaring in aSF in scrial form. Surc, it's a grcat stf taley
but docs 1t havc commerclal valuc? Noe. Tcll your fricnd you arc re-
ading a grcat story--—tcll him it's stfew-—and kcop on raving about it
g0 that finally you prcsuade him to rcad lte Now makc surc that he
has ncver rcad & scicnec=-ficticn story in his 1ifc, & hundrcd to one
that hc rcturns it to you aftcr rcading only a fcw pagcs, Goody arc
his rcmarks, you got rocks in your braih.

4 bcst scller must plcasc the commcrclal buycrse It can be in &
gencrallzed fiocld, such as sf, but it must appcal to thc pooplc. They
must know what's golng on, and tharc nust bc as 1little sciincs in 1it,
as posslble, The charactoers must bc rcals—average, and not dcal wlth
one Feundation that fighting anothcr Foundation; this typc of story
on appcals to a8 very fcwy thc pcoplc who now rcad stf,

Thce thing wreng with most sf storics arc that the maln characte
crs arc not avcragc pcople, Bithcr they'rc a gencral in an army, a
secicntist, or a group of soldicrs trylng tc survlibei or powcrful peod
ple fighting agalnst cach cthcr to zain control of an cmpire,s But 1
that avecragc? No, it isn't, 4nd therc Asimov's tales losc thcir con
mcercial value, for thcy always have thc abovc typc of pooplce: Thus
it only appcals to stfans,

Take a falrly new novcl that was published by STARTLING rcecently
undcr the titlc, THE LOVERSe. Now thcrc 1ls commerclal typc of writing
for ite charactcrs arc avcragés Thc acccnt 18 on pcoplcs crnotlons,-ws
not on onc cmpirce dcefcating anothcrs There is a boy who falls inlove
with an alicn; he is not ococld hcartcd 1likc most aSF charactcrs, He
1s not in too h#gh a position; any averagc pcrson could have alsolad
that positlions 4nd hc falls in lovec with a 2irl who 1s not in a high
positlon of 1ifc; shc's an averagc native and shc too has cmetions §
love,hate, grccd, and shc has thcsc cven though she i1s an aliche Ir
4slmov or any otherasf author--asidc from possibly Russcll——e—wwritton
this story, 1t would havc probably been th?s waXs 4 young rich man
bccomcs a governor of a planct, and therc he falls in love with an eq
ually pcrson who 1s in a high position. Shc howcverg docs not lovc
him, but is only trying to foil him into giving her a baby, for sha
ls an alicn, and shc knows that she will dic after her childrcen arc
borns Shc would bc a warm person on thc outside, but inside, she
would probably bc a cold fishe Hor mind wlll always bc trying to tre
lck thc man, ctcCese 4&nd that isn't bcing commcrciale But then again
onc can bring up thc argucricnt, who wants to bc commcrcial?

I hopc this brings up a geod discussion for that 1s one of thc—e
primary rcascnsg I wrotec 1t that way. 4and plcase excusc my vagucne 8g
on thce subjcct for thls is being dircetly writtcn on thc stencil, as
I'vc alvcady mentloncde But I still held my thoughts that thorc isee
almost mo wcmmoérolallsm in the stf ficld tcdaye There arc fcw authe=s
ors that can makc your hcart fccl warm; Bradbury, the ncw author, Je
Farmer, Russecll and that's about all that I can think of nNoWe———<wQhe=-
Mrse. Hamilton and 5t. Clalre Thc remaindcr of the authors arc good
writcers, and thcrce storics arc intdresting, and many a times onc can-
not put down thc magazinc bcforc finlshed. But thecy arc mcrcly good
mystcry writcrsye mcrc or lcss, but usc scicnec, ctc,,. You may happ-
to rceall the story for a long time, but ncver will you rcecall the
characters in it. They Just arcn't therc.

~Jo¢ Scmcnovichs



NYou get ﬂhis zinc bceausc I have an kind hcerd and bclong, PCLOPF;
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY t0 POCR FuNS

JKI\MRybc you'rc a contributcrs This however, I doubt, for thc mate
Yerlal 18 staff writtcn nest of th: tinc,

S

o

e

J4 sanplc? Maybca
2, Voot
v "4hal You arc paid SUSCRIBER,

p——

¥

A THIé IS YOUR LAST ISSUE SO SUSCRIBE BZFORE YOU FORGET TOO, IT MAY BE
“./TOO LATEs &ND THIS IS A GREaT »MERICAN FaNZINE}

-MM)You want to trade?
G@;WC alrcady tradc,
(_\on hcll, I just fclt like scndinz you thise
-
?o thc Eaélgant T?is 13 what 1s callcd a fgnzlnc, and if ygu'rc
gtircste 0 rceglve this cveory cthopr mn W G S ribc
8incc you bclogg £¢ the pestal g:p N gnéaggnﬁc %Kcngostgicdcp%.hégd

to dcllvcr this mastcrpicec of crud; you can gct a slight discount
for thiss Just scnd nc a quartcr, and you got throcc issucs.

Frong

RENAISSANCE

c/of Joscph Scncncvich
155«Q7 71st Avg
Flushing 67, Ncw york.

Printcd nmattcr only

return poshage ztd,
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Bergeron Rich
R.Ffb.ﬁl' ard Caie

Newport, Vermont
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